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forthwith. The Viceroy was in a quandary, especially
as M. Sabatier, the French Consul-General, anxious to
avoid political complications, agreed that the order
must be obeyed. Laroche, De Lesseps' chief engineer
at Port Said, protested vigorously, and flatly refused to
abandon the excavations. The French Consul insisted;
but still Laroche held out, and wrote off urgently to
his chief. Everything clearly depended on the attitude
of the Emperor, whose vacillating qualities were too
well known.
A deputation from the Company arrived at St.
Cloud. The Emperor addressed himself immediately
to De Lesseps. " How is it, M. de Lesseps, that so
many people are against your enterprise? "
" Sire," he responded readily, " it is because they
think that Your Majesty will not stand by us."
The Emperor twisted the tips of his moustache
meditatively. " Well," he said, after a pause. " Do
not be uneasy. You may count on my assistance and
protection." He then gave his consent to a statement
being made to the shareholders that the meeting of the
Company would be adjourned as negotiations were in
progress. The deputation, thanking him, thereupon
presented a formal complaint against the French
Consul-General in Egypt, who had so lamentably failed
to protect the Company's interests, and prepared to
retire. But before they did so De Lesseps observed
that he thought it desirable that he should go
immediately to Constantinople and Alexandria. To
this the Emperor replied: " It is very important that
you should do so."
When the deputation retired it was evident that the